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Overview

•Climate Tools Do’s and Don’ts
•Climate.gov and the Climate Resilience Toolkit
•Regional resources and tools
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Climate Tools – the DO’S

• DO spend time exploring the universe of tools

Data visualization, how-to guides, planning 
examples…they are all out there 

• DO use tools for:
– visualizing complex, space-time data
– building climate literacy and confidence
– building  your network 
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DO – Read your National Climate Assessment 
Chapter(s)

https://nca2018
.globalchange.g
ov/
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Climate Tools – the DON’TS

• Don’t use them as stand-alone decision-makers…
there is no substitute for local engagement

• Don’t inventory them

• Don’t accept indices “as-is”

• Know the source – government agencies and 
universities are often the most transparent 
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Climate.gov

• Great starting point

• Content is diverse and fresh

• For non-technical audience, but has “on-
ramps” to more technical sources/discussions
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Climate Resilience Toolkit

https://toolkit.climate.gov/
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Climate Resilience Toolkit

1) Steps to Resilience Guide
2) Case studies
3) Climate Explorer – data visualization

Additional resources
Links for funding opportunities
Thematic Storymaps
Expert contact list



3/17/2023

6

79National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  ⎸National Centers for Environmental Information

Steps to Resilience

https://toolkit.c
limate.gov/ste
ps-to-
resilience/step
s-resilience-
overview
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Gardiner, Ned, ed., Matt Hutchins, Jim Fox, Aashka Patel, and Kim Rhodes. Implementing the Steps to Resilience: a Practitioner’s 
Guide. Climate-Smart Communities Series, Vol. 6. NOAA Climate Program Office, 2022. 10.25923/9hhx-2m82 The Climate Services 
Value Chain

StR Practitioner’s Guide
Context – The Climate Services Value Chain 
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StR Practitioner’s Guide
How to – “Getting Started”

Gardiner, at al 2022
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StR Practitioner’s Guide
Conceptual frameworks for impacts, 
vulnerability, and risk

Gardiner, at al 2022
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StR Practitioner’s Guide
Moving toward implementation

Gardiner, at al 2022
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Case studies
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Example Case Study – Portland, OR

https://toolkit.climate.gov/case-studies/throw-away-
your-crystal-ball-stress-testing-approach-
infrastructure-planning-under
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Climate Explorer

• Provides local 
depiction of past and 
future climate change

• Can be a data 
firehose
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Climate Explorer –
example of days >90 F in late 21st century

https://crt-climate-
explorer.nemac.org/
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Climate Explorer –
example of days >90 F in Seattle

https://crt-climate-explorer.nemac.org/
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There are LOTS of other resources out there!

https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/
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There are LOTS of other resources out there!

https://climatetoolbox.org/
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CDC/ATSDR Social Vulnerability Index

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
placeandhealth/svi/index.ht
ml
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Regional resources and tools
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PNW and Alaska have many 
Climate Service Providers

94National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  ⎸National Centers for Environmental Information

PNW Temperature, Precipitation, and SWE 
Trend Analysis Tool

https://climate.washington.edu/climate-data/trendanalysisapp/
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST CLIMATE PROJECTION TOOL

https://cig.uw.edu/resourc
es/analysis-tools/pacific-
northwest-climate-
projection-tool/
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https://cig.uw.edu/resources/analysis-tools/climate-mapping-for-a-resilient-washington/
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Interactive sea level rise data visualizations

https://cig.uw.edu/projects/interactive-sea-level-rise-data-visualizations/
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Tribal Climate Tool (PNW and Great Basin)

https://climate.northw
estknowledge.net/N
WTOOLBOX/tribalPr
ojections.php
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Key points
• There are MANY resources available to support 

adaptation planning

• It’s critical to understand what’s important in 
the communities in which you are working

• Connecting with climate service providers will 
maximize your time and effort

Lunch
Tuesday March 7 | noon-130pm


